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viscid mucus as I could, blowing on the child1s face, sprinkling 
it with cold water, applying friction to the chest, and briskly
using pronation and the reverse position, and by these means
have been almost invariably successful in restoring animation.

It is only a few days since that I was engaged -with a tedious
labour of nearly forty-eight hours’ duration. The child was
born asphyxiated, and the funis coiled round its neck. The

nurse, who was a stranger to me and my mode of treating such
cases, called out for hot water, as 

" a bath" would be required.
I, however, applied my usual remedies of clearing, blowing,
sprinkling, rubbing, and turning, and respiration soon began;
and then the nurse exclaimed again, " Lor, sir, I never seed
the like of that afore; I thought he was dead !"

I have sometimes allowed a little blood to flow (from two to
six drachms) from the divided funis, and I think with some
advantage in particular cases.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Cheshunt, Herts, Dec. 1856. RICHARD wEDD.

P. S.-I never in my life had the pleasure of speaking to Dr.
Marshall Hall, nor, to my knowledge, did I ever see him.

RICHARD WEDD.

MEDICAL REFORM AT THE SCOTCH
UNIVERSITIES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I have just received your impression of to-day. I

fully concur with you in the opinions you express on Medical
Reform especially as regards the Northern Universities; but
whilst you state the truth as regards the inferior stand Scotch
students have taken at the civil examinations for the East
India Company’s service, I think you should have mentioned
the fact, that at the medical examinations for the same service,
Scotch students have acquitted themselves equally well with
the competitors from other schools. If you will refer to the

published lists, you will find Dr. Marr, a student of Aberdeen,
stood first at the examination, in January, 1855. Dr. Walker,
another Aberdeen student, was placed first on the list in July
of the same year; and the only other Aberdeen student who
has tried for one of these appointments, Dr. Gammack, was
placed fourth on the list last July. Trusting you will do us
justice in this respect, I am, Sir, yoars, &c.,

Dec. 13, 1856. AN ABERDEEN GRADUATE.

MEDICAL REFORM.

(THE MEDICAL PROFESSION BILLS.)

C. H. LEET, Sec.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The Council of the Apothecaries’ Company of Dublin

will thank you to give the enclosed document a place in your
iournal.

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Dec. 1856. 

_____ 

C. H. LEET, Sec.

THE Governor and Council of the Apothecaries’ Hall of
Dublin, having published a warning in the medical journals
against the project entitled, "Proposals for a Medical Bill,
settlecl by the Medical Corporations of England, Scotland, and
Ireland," but to which neither the Universities of Great Britain
nor the corporation of the Apothecaries’ Hall of Dublin are
parties, feel constrained to furnish a brief statement of this
scheme, so pretendingly announced, in order that the public
and the profession may be informed of its nature and objects.

This scheme proposes to make over to the Colleges of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons in Ireland (in England the Apothecaries’
,Hall of London is included) the entire government and practice
of medicine in all its departments ; to take azvay the power of
licensing from the Universities and IIal1; to restrict all medical
.appointments to the licentiates of the Colleges ; to give to them
the exclusive right of demanding and recovering at law, charges
for advice, visits, and medicine ; and to punish by fine and im-
prisonment all non-registered persons who shall assume any
medical title whatever .....It proposes further to publish a,

registry, " under the sanction and authority of the Council,"
which shall be constituted of representatives from "the Col-
leges," who are to have the power " of determining in all cases
as to the legality of the claims to be put upon the registry."
The Governor and Council submit the following reasons for

objecting to this scheme of the Colleges :-
1. Because the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons in Ireland

havo never possessed or exercised such powers, any attempt
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upon the part of their licentiates to act in the capacity of
general practitioners subjecting them to prosecution, at the
suit of the Apothecaries’ Hall.

2. Because the Universities possess as good a right as the
Colleges to participate in the future organization of the medical
profession, and their intervention, especially for educational
purposes, is most desirable; and because by this Bill the prestige
of the M.D. degree becomes forfeited to general practitioners.

3. Because the Apothecaries’ Hall of Dublin has an equal
claim with the London Hall to be represented upon the Council
and Examination Boards-a claim confirmed by numerous
statutes (English and Irish) deliberately and advisedly admitted
by the Select Parliamentary Committee of last session, and
officially and formally conceded by the Colleges themselves,
and because this claim is overlooked and omitted in this Bill.

4. Because no charge of abuse or incompetence has been pre-
ferred against this Hall in contravention of such claim, but on
the contrary, after the lapse of three-quarters of a century, the
testimony of the highest medical senate in Ireland is one of
unqualified approval of the benefits which the Apothecaries’
Hall of Dublin has conferred upon the public and the medical
profession.

5. Because recent events have more especially shown the
great security to life against ignorance and presumption, which
an institution for the special education of persons who under-
take to practise pharmacy affords, and as the same practical
training and testing of candidates will be necessary under the
proposed rcgime, it is essential that the Hall shall form an in-
tegral part of the new organization.

6. Because the duties which devolve upon the Medical Coun-
cil, and upon the joint Board of Examination for general prac-
tice cannot be carried out effectually without the co-operation
of every department of medical science.

7. Because the title to registration is not distinctly specified,
but is left "to be determined by the will of the Council."

8. Because there is no express provision for an improved
system of general education as an antecedent to admission into
the profession.

9. Because the Bill renders it imperative that all general
practitioners shall be enrolled in a College of Surgery, and be
registered as "surgeons," which title affords an incorrect and
inadequate designation.

10. Because "physicians" and " surgeons," although under-
going a distinct and unequal education and examination, are
permitted the same practice and privileges.

11. Because the Bill annihilates the apothecary in Ireland,
and provides no adequate substitute as a protection either for
the public or for the profession against the evils of ignorance
and quackery.
The Governor and Council desire to recall attention to the

notable difference which exists in all the foregoing particulars
between this proposed Bill of the Colleges and the amended
Medical Bill of last session, as introduced into Parliament by
the Hon. Mr. Cowper, President of the Board of Health, which
is characterized by an equitable adjustment of the vested rights
of all parties, and at the same time contains adequate security
for a suitable education, (preliminary and professional,) and
for the harmonious government of the medical body throughout
the United Kingdom.
The Governor and Council must therefore impose a charge

upon their licentiates to deal with ttese measures in accordance
with their respective deserts, and to lose no time in enlisting
the support of their Parliamentary representatives and of the
Government in defence of their professional rights, and also in
favour of the immediate passing into law of the Bill which
has been already stamped with the approval of a select com-
mittee of the House of Commons; and the Governor and Council
recommend that the following form of petition, if approved of,
be drafted and forwarded for presentation as soon as Parliament
assembles :-

" To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, of
Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled.
The humble petition of the General Medical Practitioners

of , in Ireland, respectfully showeth-
That it is of the utmost consequence to the well-being of the

public and of the medical profession throughout the United
Kingdom, that the long-agitated question of Medical Reform
be terminated by a Bill in Parliament.
That the Medical Bill of last session, as amended by a select

committee of your honourable house, meets the case fully, and
has your petitioners’ entire confidence and support.

That petitioners, impelled by an anxious desire for the public
health and safety, beseech your honourable house to-peljJetuate
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the means provided by law for the efficient promotion of phar-
macy and its collateral sciences, by leaving out of the amended
Bill the words "until the year 1865" in lines 11, 12, 24, and
25, of the 11 th clause, and by supcradding some stringent pro-
vision, whereby the keeping and sale of deadly poisons shall be
placed under proper restriction and control, thus rendering this
Medical Bill a benefit and blessing to manltind throughout
future ages. And, a,.3 in duty bound, your petitioners will ever 
pray.pray. 

Signed, --"

By order of the Governor and Council of the Apothecaries’
Hall, of Dublin,
Dec. 5,1856. C. H. LEET, M.D., Secretary.C. H. LEET, M.D., Secretary.

Obituary.
MR. JOSEPH LANGSTAFF.

ON the 6th instant, of apoplexy, at his residence, 9, Cam-
bridge-square, in his seventy-ninth year, Joseph LangstafF, Esq.,
F. R. C. S., of the Hon. East India Company’s Medical Service.
Mr. Langstaff obtained his commission in 1799, left for India,
the same year, and remained in the East until the end of 1839.
During the forty years which he thus passed in active service
in India, he proved a valuable and energetic public officer, and
passed through all the grades of the medical service, termi-
nating his public career as President of the Medical Board of
Calcutta. In this lengthened period Mr. Langstaff took apart,
as an esteemed and vtluecl medical officer, in many of the im-
portant events which characterize Indian history during the
first half of the present century. He was the medical attendant
attached to Lord Metcalfe’s embassy to Runjeet Singh, from
whom he personally received many evidences of esteem. He
was also attached to the Marquis of Hastings’ army in the
Maharatta campaign in 1817, when the cholera made its first
appearance. He retained until the last a vivid recollection of
all the circumstances connected with the origin of this pesti-
lence, which has since then devastated the universe. Mr.
Langstaff returned to his native country in the possession of
good health, and has lived many years to enjoy his hard-earned
honours in the bosom of his family. He was, we believe, at
his death, the oldest medical officer of the Bengal presidency.
Mr. Langstaff was the father-in-law of Dr. Henry Bennet, of
Grosvenor-street.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.-The allowing gentle-

men, having undergone the necessary examinations for the

Diploma, were admitted members of the College at the meet-
ing of the Court of Examiners on the 12th inst. :-

BARKER, EDGAR, Oxford-square.
Bm, WILLIAM, Hon. East India Company’s Service.
BROOKS, RICHARD BIRKETT, Sleaford, Lincolnshire.
BURY, GEORGE WILLIAM FLEETWOOD, Whetstone, Mid-

dlesex.
DALTON, FREDERICK, Cirencester.
GIRDLESTONE, WILLIAM THEOPHILUS, Wordsley, Stafford-

shire.
LAWRENSON, RICHARD CHARLES PASLEY, Royal Navy.
LiDDON, WILLIAM, Taunton, Somerset.
RADDOCK, CHARLES EDWIN, Medical College, Bengal.
SMITH, SAMUEL WAGSTAFF, Carnarvon.
STORRS, ROBERT, York.
THOMAS, RICHARD, Beaumaris, co. Anglesey.
WILLIS, ROBERT, Dublin.

At the same meeting of the Court, Mr. LEONARD HENRY
JOSEPH HAYNE passed his examination as Naval Surgeon.
This gentleman had previously been admitted a member of the
College, his diploma bearing date July 7th, 1851.
NEW FELLOWS.-The following members of the College were

admitted to the Fellowship at a meeting of the Council on the
llth inst. :-

BARKER, DANIEL, Staleybridge, diploma of membership
dated July 17th, 1834.

- BISSELL, JOHN HENRY, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, Aug. 30th,
1839.

FARQuiiAR, ALEXANDER, Strichen, N.B., Aug. 6th, 1838.
GIBSON, JOHN ROWLAND, Holborn-hill, Oct. 21st, 1836.
HODSON, THOMAS, St. John’s-wood, May 21st, 1841.
JAMES, HENRY, Artillery-place, Finsbury, Oct. 8th, 1841.
LINDOP, WILLIAM, Newport, October 2nd, 1829.
LIPSCOMBE, JOHN THOMAS NICHOLSON, St. Albans, Oct. 1st,

1841.
LONGMORE, THOMAS, Army, April 2nd, 1841.
WILLIAMS, WILLIAM, Dolgelly, April 10th, 1838.
WILSON, JOHN BATEMAN, Whitehaven, May 22nd, 1840.
WRAITH, SAMUEL HorE, Over Darwen, Lancashire,
March 23rd, 1839.

LICENTIATES IN MIDWIFERY.-The following members of the
College, having undergone the necessary examinations, were
admitted Licentiates in Midwifery of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, viz.:-

BIRD, WILLIAM, Hon. East India Company’s Service,
diploma, of membership dated December 12th, 1856.

BOYLE, THOMAS, Truro, Cornwall, June 13th, 1856.
DAVIS, ARTHUR AUSTEN, Fowey, Cornwall, June 16th,

1854.
EATON, FREEMAN JAMES, Grantham, Lincolnshire, April

4th,1855.
ELKINGTON, JOHN, Birmingham, April 30th, 1855.
HALL, CORNELIUS, Heniield, Sussex, June 27th, 1856.
MARSHALL, EDWARD JOSEPH, Walsall, Staffordshire,

April llth, 1856.
RIDDELL, ANDREW NESBITT EDWARDS, Dreadnought Hos-

pital Ship, Deptford, May 21st, 1852.
SMITH, WILLIAM ABBOTTS, Southam, Warwickshire,
March 31st, 1856.

STEWART, WILLIAM, Army, July 31st, 1854.
WINTER, JAMES, Dublin, October 15th, 1852.

AroTnECAEiES’ HALL. - Names of gentlemen who
passed their examination in the science and practice of Medi-
cine, and received certificates to practise, on

Thursday, December 11th, 1856.
_ BRICKWELL, JOHN SMITH, Sawbridgeworth, Herts.
GILES, JOSEPH, Frome, Somerset.
JoLLYE, EDWARD WILLIAM, Wingfield, Sussex.
POPHAM, BENJAMIN FRANCIS, Cork, Ireland.
POWELL, ROBERT GEORGE, Liverpool.

APPOINTMENTS.-At a special meeting of the Committee
of the Governors of the Kent Foundling Hospital, held on the
29th ult., Mr. G. Vine, of Hadlow, was appointed Surgeon.
Inspector of the Nursery District, in the county of Kent.-
Octavian Newcome Royle, M.D., late of Ipswich, was, on the
13th inst., unanimously elected Medical Officer for the Miln-
thorpe district of the Kendal Union and Workhouse, Westmor-
land, on the resignation of Robert Wilson, Esq. - William
Blathwayt, M.D., F.R.C.S., has been elected Attendant Sur-
geon to the Louth Dispensary, in the room of Mr. Hildyard,.
resigned.
NORTH LONDON OR UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-

The Committee, at their meeting on Wednesday last, received.
notice of a legacy to the hospital of &pound; 5000, free of duty, be.
queathed by the late John Kenyon, Esq., of Devonshire-place.
This gratifying communication was made to the Committee by
James Booth, Esq., and Robert Hawthorn, Esq., executors of
Mr. Kenyon.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-On Saturday, the 27th inst., at

three o’clock, Professor Faraday will deliver a lecture, espe-.
cially addressed to juveniles, on " The Gravitating Force." 
EXTRAORDINARY LONGEVITY.-" The Times" obituary

of the 12th instant records the death of seven individuals whose-
united ages amount to 606, giving an average of eighty-six
years and rather more than six months to each person, the
youngest of whom was 76 and the eldest 101 years. The same

paper, of the 15th instant, also records the death, with a short
account, of Jane Garbutt, who died at the village of Wellbury,
North Riding of the county of York, on the 10th instant, aged
110. The village is celebrated as the birthplace of the re-
nowned Old Jenkins.

1B1. BARTHEZ (Physician to the Ste. Eug&eacute;nie Hospital
and author, with M. Rilliet, of a valuable work on the Dis-
eases of Children) has just been appointed physician to the
Prince Imperial. 
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